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EFF AND JESSICA BURROW’S HOUSE on Lakewood 

Boulevard was built in 1931, at the beginning of the Great 

Depression. So the Charles Dilbeck-designed house has the 

grandeur of a ’20s mansion without the ornateness of inlaid 

floors or gothic details.

However, what details there are, such as diamond windows and 

a Rookwood tile fireplace, played big in the home’s redesign. 

When the Burrows bought the house from the original family 

This 1931 Charles Dilbeck-designed 
house is better than ever

The redesigned home 
includes a front entry and 
barrel hallway leading to 
the kitchen and family 
room.

When the Burrow 
family bought the house, 
every room had old car-
pet and green paint.

Pictures from a 
1950s scrapbook show 
the home’s original entry 
into the formal living 
room.

The Burrow 
family, from left to right, 
Jessica, Seth, Madeleine, 
Miles and Jeff, with their 
dogs, Trigger and Nala.
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The Burrows added 
square footage to the 
kitchen and opened it 
up. The diamond pat-
tern above the stove 
mimics the home’s 
exterior windows.

The original 1930s 
kitchen was cute at the 
time, but it didn’t look 
like this when the Bur-
row family bought it.

A real estate 
agent friend bought a 
photo album contain-
ing old pictures of the 
house at the estate 
sale.

EbbyHickman_thirdV_05-10.indd   1 4/14/10   9:13:24 AM
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about four years ago, it had water stains 

on the ceilings, and everything leaked. 

The same unsavory green paint was on 

every wall. The bathrooms, updated in the 

1950s, had pink-and-blue subway tile. 

There was outdated carpet and dark wood 

paneling.

“It was in horrible repair,” Jessica 

Burrow says.

They decided to take the house down to 

the studs and redesign it. The Burrows 

hired builder English Heritage Homes, 

architect Greg Lorie of Architectura and 

Laura Elia of Artful Interiors. 

Even though the house was a big old 

mansion, the Burrows wanted to turn it 

into a house that fits their lifestyle. They 

have three pre-teens, and they needed a 

home that’s casual and livable — beauti-

ful but not too serious.

“I gave the architect a list of everything 

we needed in the house,” Jessica Burrow 

says. “I said, ‘This is my overall wish list. 

Can you make it happen?’”

It all happened, and it took just 51 weeks. 

That’s quite a feat considering the 

transformation. Leaded glass windows 

were encased in steel, and they sweated, 

so they were re-cased in wood. They 

replaced windows and doors throughout 

Call Now for an Appointment

469.341.LOSM (5676)

how important your goals are

9219 Garland Rd, Ste # 2107 Dallas, TX  75218 | lakewoodorthoandsportsmed.com

At Lakewood Orthopaedics & Sports Medicine, 
we know

because they’re our 
goals too.

LET US HELP get you
back in the game.

LAKEWOOD ORTHOPAEDICS
& SPORTS MEDICINE, P.A.

9648 Plano Rd. Dallas, TX  75238

“Exceptional Service For Over 30 Years”
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The home’s 
diamond-pattern 
windows had to be 
recased.

The house was 
built at the start of 
the Great Depression, 
so it’s not as ornate 
as a 1920s house, but 
it has a Rookwood 
fireplace.

back in the soil
Putting the Life

MooreLifeOrganics.com

214.350.6089

Moore Life offers year-
round organic health care 
programs to ensure your 
trees, shrubs, and turf  are 
receiving proper nutrition to 
remain healthy and vigorous. 
We also provide insect and 
disease control to protect 

your gardens seasonally. 

Plus  our Enhanced Compost Tea 
reduces water usage up to 30%!

ServiceS
Moore Life Enhanced Compost Tea
Annual Seasonal Spray Program

Beneficial Insect Release  
Root Zone Fertilization

Air Spade Aeration
Horticultural Oil
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the entire house, including interior doors. 

They had to replace unsalvageable plas-

ter walls with drywall. But in the dining 

room, the builder cut away the plaster 

and left the original crown molding.

Potter art Metal Studios, a 90-year-old 

business that worked on many original 

Dilbeck homes, verified that the iron 

banister was their vintage work. and the 

Burrows had it brought up to code, add-

“We really wanted 
seamless. You can’t 

tell which is the 
old or new part of 
the house. I never 
wanted anything 
in the house to 

look new.”

  Christopher
           

 Find Your Fitness

Christopher York was not a 

swimmer two years ago. The 

best he could do was tread water. 

Now he swims circles around 

competitors in triathlons. 

For aspiring athletes, or 

anyone who wants to be faster, 

stronger and ahead of the game, 

personalized training is a stroke 

of genius.

50% off the enrollment 

fee when you join, or join 

with a friend and both 

receive 75% off. 

Call 214.820.7872 or visit 

baylortomlandryfi tnesscenter.com 

swam a half mile

  in 17 minutes     

©2008 Baylor Health Care System   CE BTLFC  12.08
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When the Burrows updated the house, they 
added this family room with a fireplace that 
mimics the Rookwood.

ing swirls of iron in places that had been 

large enough, say, for a child to get his 

head stuck.

They pulled up carpet and replaced 

the flooring, except for one downstairs 

hallway, where they found Rookwood 

tile. They created an entryway by adding 

arches and a barrel hallway that leads 

from the entry to the kitchen. The origi-

nal kitchen was closed and narrow, so 

they opened up a den and created a big 

open kitchen with a butler’s pantry.

The only major addition to the house 

is a huge family room that opens to the 

kitchen. Above that on the second floor, 

they added a master suite.

www.oaktrailvillas.com 214.503.3722

In the Heart of Lake Highlands
—OAK TRAIL VILLAS
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Upstairs, they created a bedroom and 

sitting room from what had been the 

original master bedroom. Each of the 

three original bedrooms received new 

bathrooms. and the builder added a 

back staircase, mudroom, laundry room 

and a bonus room that the Burrows use 

mostly for storage, but it could be a fifth 

bedroom.

They also added a pool and restored a 

1,000-square-foot log cabin in the back 

yard that originally was used as a dance 

hall and meeting space.

What really makes the whole renovation 

work, though, is the attention to detail.

“We really wanted seamless,” Jessica 
TriniTy Floor Company SinCe 1934
1912 N. Beckley, Dallas, TX 75208 • 214-943-1157 • www.trinityfloors.com
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Burrow says. “you can’t tell which is the 

old or new part of the house. I never want-

ed anything in the house to look new.”

Elia helped the Burrows choose mate-

rials that match or complement what 

existed. In a new half-bath on the ground 

floor, they chose tile that blends with the 

Rookwood floor. a new fireplace in the 

family room has a tile surround that mim-

ics the living room’s Rookwood fireplace.

and the same is true with the new tile 

work.

“We had a really great tile guy,” Jessica 

Burrow says.

They also picked windows and tiles 

that mimic the diamond pattern on the 

home’s front windows.

Elia and Jessica Burrow spent many 

a weekend in salvage shops to find pen-

dant lamps and other vintage lighting 

that gives the home a more established, 

The builder took 
bricks away from 
the right side of the 
house and replaced 
them with stucco. The 
bricks were reused 
for an addition to the 
house. 

The Burrow 
house on Lakewood 
Blvd. as it was in the 
1950s.

Select openings for 2010-11 
are available. Call for a tour.

www.stjohnsschool.org
214-328-9131 x103

SJES admits qualified students of any race, color,
religion, gender, and national or ethnic origin.

Pre-k through Eighth Grade
Co-educational

St. John’s 
Episcopal School

by the Lake

Ask about our 

Eco Friendly Oil Change
New Oil Quality 

API & ILSAC Certified

8-6 Weekdays 
 8-5 Saturday
214-319-8989

Across from the 
Arboretum

8810 Garland Rd.

•  Family Owned & Operated
•  AAA Customer Satisfaction Rate - 99%
•  ASE Master Mechanic
•  Engine Diagnostics
•  Air Conditioning Service
•  30/60/90K Scheduled Maintenance
•  State Inspections
•  Courtesy Drop Off / Pick Up
•  Children’s Playroom

SuPERIOR SERvICE 
FOR yOu ANd yOuR CAR
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period look than they could get with new 

light fixtures.

On the home’s exterior, the builder took 

bricks from the front of the house and 

replaced them with stucco. Those bricks 

then were used for the addition’s exterior. 

The home also received a new slate roof.

The Burrows chose their house because 

they wanted to live in Lakewood, but 

they couldn’t find a house that was as 

big as the family wanted and also had a 

big yard.

Jessica Burrow, who is a cattle rancher, 

says she has “always been a project per-

son” who volunteers frequently, but this 

project was a snap.

“We got lucky,” she says. “We found the 

perfect builder for this project. I never 

had one sleepless night.” 

VIEW A SLIDESHOW of more photos from the 
Burrows home at advocatemag.com

214-332-3444 JustTreesDallas.com

Your trees could look like 
a work of art...

COMPLETE COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL TREE SERVICES

I guarantee it!

Pruning
Removals
Building or roof clearance
Stump grinding
Lot clearing
Canopy raises
Vertical mulching & core aeration
Consultations
Deep Root and Systemic Injection

Our Services:

CALL 
TODAY! FR
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ATES

6316 Gaston Avenue Dallas, Texas 75214
On the corner of Gaston & La Vista, across from Starbucks

214.823.LAKE (5253)
dentalcenteroflakewood.com

dental center of lakewood

Travis Spillman, DDS

Now that’s something to smile about!
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